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Bollywood mourns
Shammi’s demise
TN RAGHUNATHA n MUMBAI

hile Amitabh Bachchan
led the Bollywood in
W
mourning the death of veteran
actor Shammi Kapoor, scores of
film personalities followed BigB’s suit by paying rich tributes
to the departed actor either
through tweets or comments in the media.
Less than four hours
after passing away of Shammi,
Amitabh wrote on his Twitter
page: “Shammi Kapoorji
passed away this morning at
5:15 am. Rushing there now.
The flamboyance and ‘joie de
vivre’ of the Industry lost!”.
Before long, Big-B tweeted
again: “Shammiji: An entire life
full of optimism and happy
spirit, caring loving to all... Now
suddenly silent”.
Expressing her sadness over
Shammi’s death, his co-star in
Junglee (1961) Saira Banu told
a television channel: “Shammi
Kapoor is one person you cannot associate with death. One
would feel that he is eternal. He
was so full of life. Even on the
wheelchair, he couldn’t restrict
his bubbly nature. He came
out of every illness with
absolute perfection.”

PC snubs Kamat:
No to special
status for Goa

“There was never a moment
of pain in his talks, neither was
there any craving for sympathy.
He always used to make us laugh
with his anecdotes, always sharing lovely tete-a-tete with Yusuf
Sahib
(Dilip

Kumar). We
met recently and when I
asked him about the health of his
brother Shashi, who was ill,
he told me he will recover
soon,” Saira recalled. She
added that Shammi was a
positive person and his death
was a terrible shock.
Another veteran actress
Sharmila Tagore, who made

n a major embarrassment to
Goa Chief Minister Digambar
IKamat,
Union Home Minister P

Goa Governor SS Sidhu
MAYABHUSHAN n PANAJI

n a virtual indictment of the
Congress-led coalition
IGovernment
in the State, Goa
Governor SS Sidhu has expressed
grave concern over the disturbing rise in the levels of drug trafficking and environmental
degradation in the State.
His is Independence Day
greetings, Sidhu said that the
situation was “disturbing”.
“I would also like to draw
your attention to a rather disturbing situation that Goa is witnessing lately. Social evils like
drug addiction and drug trafficking, corruption, environmental degradation, etc. also
contribute towards the counterimage of Goa,” Sidhu said, even
as scandals involving rampant
illegal mining at the cost of Goa’s
green cover and high-profile
politicians and policemen
linked to the drug mafia in Goa
have been making headlines in

local newspapers with remarkable irregularity.
While Goa Home Minister
Ravi Naik’s son has been linked
to the Israeli drug mafia by the
international media, Leader of
Opposition Manohar Parrikar
has said that several Cabinet
Ministers including Chief
Minister Digambar Kamat were
sheltering illegal mining in Goa.
“There is a need for greater
awareness and sensitivity among
the people especially the youth,
about protection and preservation of our natural environment
and ecology,” Sidhu said.
“It would be worthwhile for
every Goan to think seriously
about these aspects. No State or
nation of the world can survive
perpetually unless it has strong
moral and ethical moorings,”
the Governor further added.
Goa exported a record 54
million tonnes of low-grade
iron ore last financial year to
countries like China, Japan,
Romania, from the 100-odd
operational mines in the hinterland. The Opposition BJP
has accused several Cabinet
Ministers in the Goa
Government of being involved
in illegal mining trade and are
being sheltered by Goa Chief
Minister Digambar Kamat.
According to Leader of
Opposition Manohar Parrikar,
near 20 per cent of Goa’s annual output of 45 million tonnes
is illegally mined.

No end to VS loyalists’
‘victimisation’ in CPM
VR JAYARAJ n
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

ven top CPI(M) leaders are
sceptical about the chances
E
of present Kerala secretary
Pinarayi Vijayan continuing in
the position after the State conference of February but that has
not deterred him and his neoliberalist comrades from continuing with the programme of
cutting to size the supporters of
his arch enemy, hardliner leader
VS Achuthanandan.
A week after the expulsion
or suspension of close to two
dozens of VS-supporters in
Kasaragod and Malappuram
districts, disciplinary action
was taken on Sunday against
eight partymen in Kannur district, the strongest base of the
CPI(M) in the entire country.
Four of these middle level
leaders were suspended and
four were given warning.
The spate of disciplinary
action is in the name of the
protest demonstrations the VSloyalists had held in March last
when the State party leadership
decided not to give ticket to
Achuthanandan in the
Assembly polls. After widespread protests broke out all
over Kerala and the intervention
of the central leadership, the
neo-liberalist Kerala leadership
was forced to revise its decision.
Pro-Achuthanandan party

t was a privilege lending voice
to Shammi Kapoor’s songs on
Iscreen
be it chham chham bajey

‘Joie de vivre
of industry lost’
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n MUMBAI

eteran Bollywood actor
Shammi Kapoor, whose
V
reverberating yell Yahoo! chahe
mujhe koi junglee kahen from
Junglee not only mesmerised
the movie-goers in the 60s but
also made him an immortal
figure in the Indian film industry, is no more.
Seventy-nine-year-old
Shamsherraj Kapoor, known
popularly as Shammi Kapoor
and hailed by most ‘Elvis
Presley of India’, passed away
at the Breach Candy Hospital,
where he had been admitted
on August 7.
Shammi, who suffered
from renal failure, had been in

and out of the Breach Hospital
since 2006 and was undergoing
dialysis for three days, since
then. He had been put on ventilator on Friday, after his condition deteriorated owing to
low blood pressure. He
breathed his last at 5.15 am.
Shammi is survived by his
wife Neeladevi, son Aditya Ra
and daughter Kanchan Desai.
Both Aditya and Kanchan were
born to Shammi’s first wife and
actress Geeta Bali, who died
due to small pox in 1965 during the filming of Teesri Manzil.
After a failed romance with
another actress Mumtaj, he
married Neela Devi Gohil from
Bhavnagar royal family in
Gujarat in 1969.

‘Drug trafficking, depletion Lokayukta indicts
of resources disturbing’ BSY over PDS

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
PANAJI

Chidambaram publicly snubbed
the former by outright rejecting
Kamat’s request to grant ‘special
status’ to the coastal State.
The Home Minister was
speaking at a public function on
Sunday organised by the Goa
Government to honour freedom
fighters across the India who had
contributed towards Goa’s freedom struggle from Portuguese
yoke in the run-up to 1961,
when the Indian Army finally
liberated then Luso-ruled State.
“How can I talk of special
status?” Chidambaram told
reporters, barely minutes after
Kamat in his speech had
requested him, to work towards
granting Goa with special status.
Kamat had said that Goa
deserved to be granted special
status because the tiny State had
missed out on financial allocations from two consecutive Fiveyear plans and that a special status, would help to redeem.
“I will plead with the PM
and Union Finance Minister to
offer funding for the growth of
the State. Goa has been a fast
developing State, despite being
liberated (from Portuguese rule)
much after the Independence,”
Chidambaram said.

her debut with Shammi in
Kashmir Ki Kali (1964) and
went on to act in another hit
film An Evening in Paris (1967),
said: “I remember while shooting Kashmir Ki Kali, he would
rehearse something and do
something totally different during the take. He would come
from right and then from left
and start doing impromptu
scene which we never
rehearsed. When director
Shakti Samantha used to ask
him the reason for his pranks,
Shammi Kapoor used to just
laugh. It was great fun working with him”.
“He had completely overcome inhibition and was full
of life and this is what I learnt
from him. He was so bubbly
and this is the lesson which
I learnt from him.
Whenever he was alright, he
met people, always eager to
know about the world. He was
the kind of person who never
wanted people to be sad around
him because he himself was full
of life,” Tagore said.
Hema Malini, who worked
with Shammi in films like
Andaaz and Meera tweeted that
it is a very sad day for the Hindi
film industry.

‘He was a man of
passion & kebabs’

leaders — they are a miniscule
group now — say that the
actions being taken against
grassroots party workers and
middle level leaders have nothing to do with discipline or the
demonstrations of March but
this is being done with the
obvious aim of reducing the
number of hardliner delegates
at the State conference.

DISCIPLINARY
ACTION WAS
TAKEN ON
SUNDAY AGAINST
EIGHT PARTYMEN
IN KANNUR
DISTRICT, THE
STRONGEST BASE
OF THE CPI(M) IN
THE COUNTRY
“Pinarayi knows that it is
not easy for him to get re-elected once again after being in
power for 14 long years and after
all those charges levelled against
him and his friends. His chances
would become grimmer if the
pro-VS men appear in the State
conference in large numbers. He
is trying to avoid that,” said a former group-neutral CPI(M) State
committee member.
The Pinarayi faction has
suffered a lot of serious setbacks that tarnished the image

of the entire neo-liberalists, in
the past eight months. The setbacks started with the charge of
sexual harassment of pro-party
women against Pinarayi’s second-in-command P Sasi, former Kannur district secretary.
Though the neo-liberalists
tried to defend and save him,
the uproar against him in the
party was so fierce that
Pinarayi had to ultimately
give in to the pressure to
expel him. What shocked
Pinarayi in this incident most
was the fact that his own
trusted lieutenants in the
Kannur district unit had
demanded Sasi’s expulsion.
Within a month of Sasi’s
expulsion, Pinarayi was forced
to agree to the demand for
removal
of
Gopi
Kottamurikkal, another of his
closest aides, as the secretary of
the Ernakulam district committee following the charge of
(supported with video proof)
using the party office for his
immoral pleasure games.
Pinarayi himself is facing
several charges and challenges
within the party and outside.
Apart from the `374.5-crore
SNC Lavalin corruption case in
which he is seventh accused, he
is charged by even men in his
own camp with taking the party
to the capitalist path and allowing corruption to spread through
all levels of the organisation.

KESTUR VASUKI n BANGALORE

s the Lokayukta probe report on illegal
mining has created a political storm in
A
Karnataka and cost Chief Minister BS
Yeddyurappa his job, another investigation
report on public distribution system (PDS) by
Lokayukta submitted to the Karnataka
Government unravelled a loss of `1,738
crores per annum to the exchequer. The PDS
investigation report submitted by Justice
Santosh Hegde, a day before the illegal mining probe report, has been shadowed by the
political hype created in the aftermath of the
mining report indicting then BS Yeddyurappa
Government of misusing the PDS for the electoral gains and thereby incurring a loss of
`1,738 crores per annum to the exchequer.
Lokayukta Justice Hegde had appointed a
well-known social activist and founder of
Swami Vivekananda Youth Movement
(SVYM) R Balasubramaniam, who has been
working with the tribals for over two decades
as the chief investigator to go into the alleged
irregularities and corruption in the PDS of
Karnataka that finds direct involvement of the
then Chief Minister.
According to the report available with The
Pioneer, PDS in the State shows massive corruption and inefficiency. While the State lost
about `1,800 crore per year through illegal iron
ore trading, it also lost about `1,738 crore a
year through the PDS.
The report says, “The investigation has
unravelled the existence of 159.23 lakh cards
against the population of 120 lakh families in
the State. The Government of India has
recognised 31.29 lakh BPL families, while the
investigation revealed that the State has nearly 96 lakh BPL families. More than 49 per cent
of the people included in the BPL category are
ineligible as per the State’s present poverty
assessment criteria”.

re payalia, jhoomta mausam or
mast mahina. Not because he
was one of the best romantic
heroes of his era but due to the
fact that he was always involved
with his songs. And that was not
limited to what happened during shoots. He would sit through
unending hours of song
rehearsals as he was truly passionate about music and had
immense knowledge on the
subject. One can also say that he
had a weakness for music.
I remember getting a call
from him one evening. He
asked, “Kya kar rahe ho? (What
are you doing?). I told him I
was having my tea. He asked
me to finish it and join him at
his Malabar Hills residence.
Even though I tried convincing him that the distance
between his and my houses
was a long one, he wouldn’t
hear a word. Ultimately, I gave
in as I must admit that I
always had a soft corner for
Shammi. When I reached his
house, I found music directors
Shankar-Jaikishen and lyricist
Hasrat Jaipuri already there.
They all were discussing the
recording of a song that man-

Veteran playback singer Manna Dey recalls
his interaction with Shammi Kapoor

aged to remain popular over
the years — Meri bhains ko
danda kyon mara?.
Minutes later, I found I was
summoned at the behest of
Shammi who wanted me to lend
my voice for this particular
song. I must admit here that I
was overwhelmed by his love
and confidence in me. Once
again, the feeling of being “privileged” filled me. That evening
carried on with constructing and
deconstructing the song.
Shammi told me to add some
bhatiyali (Bengal fishermen
music) flavour to the song to
which I readily agreed. This was
around three in the morning so

Omar Govt invites
separatists for talks
KHURSHEED WANI n SRINAGAR

is also moving ahead”, Omar said
while appealing to the separatist
ammu and Kashmir Governor leaders to be part of the process
NN Vohra and Chief Minister of finding solution to the politOmar Abdullah have invited ical issues of the Jammu and
separatists to join the dialogue Kashmir. “Under the changed
process and hoped that the political scenario in the sub-conrenewed process of dialogue tinent you have to render your
between India and Pakistan role in a positive manner and be
would bring in positive changes associated with the strategy of
peaceful resolution of issues”, he
in the embattled State.
told the
“New
separatists.
D e l h i’s
T h e
ongoing iniseparatists
tiatives to
have called
discuss with
for a generIslamabad
al strike on
the entire
August 15,
range of
a routine
issues betwthey have
een the two
adopted for
countries
past
20
would lead
y e a r s .
to a positive
outcome in A soldier stands guard as a Kashmiri man holding “India has
PTI no right to
the course his child walks past in Srinagar on Sunday
of time”, the Governor said in his celebrate its Independence when
message on the Independence it has subjugated the people of
Day. He said that India’s liberal Jammu and Kashmir and denied
democratic framework provides them right to self determination”,
ample space for the expression of hardline Hurriyat Conference
contrary and divergent views chief Syed Ali Geelani said in a
without there being any need for statement while urging the peoresorting to hartals and agitations. ple to observe a shutdown on
The Chief Minister also August 15.
Following the separatists’
focused on India-Pakistan dialogue and counselled the sepa- call and militants’ possible
ratists to join the process of threats to thwart ID funcnegotiations. “Talks between tions, the authorities have put
India and Pakistan have resumed elaborate security arrangeand the internal dialogue process ments in place.

J

we bid adieu. A day after the
song was recorded, Shammi
picturised it flawlessly. It was his
forte, the way he lip-synced
was amazing. And not only
this, I feel he did complete justice to every song that was
filmed on him.
Having been a part of the
Hindi film industry for over six
decades, I felt immense satisfaction to playback for three
actors — Raj Kapoor, Dilip
Kumar and of course, Shammi
Kapoor. Talking about the
Kapoor clan, I must add that
whenever I was in their company, I lost track of time, especially if Raj and Shammi happened to be together, we used to
have a blast. The brothers were
also great connoisseurs of food
and drinks. During such sessions, their favourite accompaniment was kebabs. And as
Shammi had a great appetite, he
would polish off seven to eight
of them in one go while Raj kept
looking at him.
There will be no Shammi
Kapoor ever. I will forever miss
the dedicated versatile actor.
(As told to Sutapa Mukherjee)

Two pilgrims on
way to Vaishno
Devi shrine killed,
4 hurt in landslide
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n JAMMU

wo Mata Vaishno Devi-bound pilgrims died
while four others were injured when they
T
were hit by the sudden shower of shooting
stones triggered by heavy downpour near
Himkoti on Sunday morning.
The mishap took place along the 13-km
long zig hilly track which connects the Katra
base camp to the holy cave shrine of Mata
Vaishno Devi in Trikuta hills.
According to police reports, “a group of pilgrims were hit by massive landslides triggered
by heavy downpour near Himkoti area in which
two of them sustained serious injuries and died
on sunday morning”.
Eyewitnesses accounts, according to Katra
police, said that the pilgrims were badly injured
due to shooting stone injuries and were rushed
to the nearest medical post but they succumbed.” Four other pilgrims injured in the
freak accident were undergoing medical treatment, police said. The alternate track is prone
to incidents of shooting stones and sudden landslides in rainy season.
To avoid any loss of life the shrine board
authorities have displayed warning signals at
several locations and vulnerable points.
According to spokesman of the Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Shrine Board the yatra on the new
route was halted temporarily to clear the
debris in the area and an advisory has been
issued to the pilgrims to exercise caution
along the yatra route and avoid venturing out
in areas prone to incidents of shooting
stones.The deceased pilgrims have been identified as Aditi Pathania of Himanchal Pradesh
and Bhupinder Kumar of Bihar, police said.

