
Budgetgapwiiw llbelessthan
estimated-PM
New Delhi, May 5
PMIndiraGandhi reiterated today
thatherbudgetproposalswereaimed
at “combining the fiscal imperativesof
growthwith theneed for themaximum
social justice achievable ina short
period.”Replying to thegeneral debate
on theFinanceBill,Mrs.Gandhi
pointedout that theproposals didnot
represent “all thatwe should like todo
butwhat is possible inagiven situation
and inaparticular circumstance.”
She referred to the criticismbyMr.N
Dandekar (Swa) thatdeficit financing
wouldbemore thanestimated.

ChangesinTadalikely,alterna-
tivesbeingconsidered
New Delhi, May 5
ThecontroversialTerrorist and
DisruptiveActivities (Prevention)Act
(TADA)maynotbe retained, certainly
not in its present form.However, in
viewof the securityyt environment, some
of the special provisions contained in
this lawwill continue inone formor
theother.Thiswas indicatedbyPrime
ministerPVNarasimhaRaoat aChief
Ministers conferenceheldhere today
todiscussTADAandother issues. In
his address at themeeting,MrRao
recalled thatTADAwas first enacted in
May 1985.
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The first country outside Asia to experi-
encethecoronaviruspandemiconalarge
scale was Italy. It was the first to go into

lockdown and impose a national quarantine,
onMarch 9. And it is the part of Europe that
suffered most. As of May 3, 29,000 people
were known tohave lost their lives because of
Covid-19.ArrA mytruckconvoyscarriedcoffinsto
crematoriesaroundthecountryfromBergamo
—wherethedeathrateinMarchandAprilrose
tomore than four times what it was last year.
Brescia,Lodi,CremonaandCrema—whereI
live—werealsodeeplyaffected.Myhometown
hasbeenaghost townfor twwt omonths.People
moanedbutstayedathome.
On Monday, Italy started reopening, but

cautiously. Limited outdoor activity will be
allowed, and visits to relatives, partners and
lovers (“affetti stabili,” the government called
them, opening a national debate about what
makes your affections stable). Factories and
constructioncompaniesareallowedtogoback
towork.OnMay18, itwillbetheturnofshops.
On June 1, if the contagion rate stays down,
bars and restaurants will reopen. Schools,
stadiums, theatres and churches will remain
closed. Face masks will be compulsory on
public transportation and in confined public
spaces. More coronavirus tests are available,
andacontact-tracingapp,basedonBluetooth
technology, shouldbeneardistribution.
The path that Italy strode before getting

to this point has repeated itself in every coro-
navirus-stricken country. First, the underes-
timation; then the disbelief, the shock, the
lockdown.Next,jokessharedonsmartphones,
mood swings, the reassurance of the nation-
al anthem. At that point, after two weeks of
lockdown, realityyt kicked in. We realized that
thechallengewasa long-distancerun,andwe
startedrunning.
Here in Crema the hospital was being over-

whelmed by patients, many needing intensive
care; the ItalianArrA mybuilt a field hospital in a
week,andaCubanmedicalbrigade,composed
of52doctorsandnurses, arrivedonMarch26.
Forthenexttx threeweeks—untilafterEaster—
ambulancesirensfilledtheairunderblueskies,
bloomingtreesandtheloveliestspringforyears.
Nowthatwearebeginningtorelaxthelock-

down—cautiously,anxxn iix ously—perhapswecan
say it: Italy coped.Thenational health system
sustainedtheimpact,although153doctorsand
over 50 nurses lost their lives, and thousands
were infected. Sixty million people stayed at
home and, by and large, followed the rules.
That was a surprise, given our reputation for
beingundisciplined.
InItaly,rulesarenotobeyed—ordisobeyed

—astheyareelsewhere.Wethinkit’saninsult
to our intelligence to comply with regulation
withoutquestioningitfirst.Wewanttodecide
whetheraparticularruleorregulationapplies
toourspecificcase.Oncewe’veestablishedthat

itdoes,we’llrespectit.WithCovid-19,wedecid-
edthelockdownmadesense—sotherewasno
needtoenforce it.
Weareasocialbunch,andthewebjustpro-

videduswithextra tools.Familyandpersonal
relationships—whoseimportanceinItalianlife
cannotbeunderestimated—helpedalotinthis
crisis. Men cooked for their families with the
help of their children, whilemothers became
part-timeteachers.Friendssoughtoutfriends;
iftheywereunwell,evenmoreso.Aperitivoon
thebalcony—toastingwithyourneighbours—
wasnoone-off Instagramoccasion.
Italy has the largest share of people older

than 80 among all EuropeanUnionmember
nations. Half the deaths happened in nurs-
ing homes, as in other countries. But many
grandparents live at home, often near their
grown-upchildren;theyspendtimewiththeir
grandchildren and often replace babysitters.
This time they had to stay away, of course, for
fearofcontagion.Buttheylearnedquicklyhow
tohelpby supporting their children’s families
financiallyfromtheirownsafehomesandtried
to cheer them up.Most learned new tricks —
ZoomandFaceTimehavenosecretsforItalian
grandparents.
Apandemic, like anymajor crisis, is reveal-

ing.It’saliedetectorforindividualsandforna-
tions.Peoplecanbluffforaday,aweek,maybe

amonth,butnot throughoutatimelikethis.
American culture has a libertarian streak

and there it was last week, fromMichigan to
Pennsylvania,askingfor“reopening,”encour-
aged by the president who had ordered the
restrictions. The French have always shown
a fllf air for protest and unrest, and they duly
arrived, in their suburbs, following lockdown
restrictions. Swedes believe in an open socie-
tyyt , and theywere the last to close, reluctantly.
QuiteafewBritons,lately,havecometobelieve
in conspiracy theories. The burning down of
phonetowersthere, inthegrotesquefearthat
5G cellular netwwt orks helped to spread the vi-
rus,proves thepoint.
In Italy, so far, no arson, no rioting, no ral-

lies, let alone armedprotest. Just the odd fool
who’d drive around to see whether he would
get caught by the police.We decided that the
lockdown made sense, and for two months
we locked ourselves down. The rulers should
congratulate the ruled, for once. The Italians
deservepraiseandgratitude.
And there is a way for the government in

Rome to show it. As a substantial amount of
expected European Union money becomes
available, the Italian government should try
to create a new Italy, more efficient than the
old.Duringtheemergency,redtapeandover-
regulation were often overlooked, especially

inthenationalhealthsystemandlocalgovern-
ment.Yet Italydidnot collapse; quite thecon-
trary.Working from home became the norm
formillions— Italians learned in a fewweeks
whatministries,companiesandunionswould
take years to accomplish. The reopening will
beslowandcautious—wegetthat.Butinstruc-
tionsought tobe simple and straightforward.
On April 26, when Prime Minister Giuseppe
Conte announced the details of what is being
calledPhase2,he raisedmorequestions than
heprovidedanswers.
But all things considered, he has donewell

despite his lack of experience in public office,
and his approval rate is well above 70%. He
should not waste this reserve of trust and
good will. Italians have shown themselves
to be patient, resilient and — to the surprise
of many — diligent. Now they need reassur-
ance and help.Money is coming too slowly to
thosewho need it — the tourism industry, for
instance, which accounts for 15% of G.N.P., is
on its knees. Banks are not forthcomingwith
state-guaranteed loans to small business.Too
manybureaucratsareimpatienttogetbackto
theirold, staleways.
Emotionsare Italy’s fuel.At a time like this,

theycouldpropel thecountry towardabetter
future.Orburn itontherestart line.
InternationalNewYorkTimes

Bommi is an indigenous tribal farm-
er living on the fringes of Bandipur
National Park in Karnataka. Each

year,shegrows ragi onhertwwt o-acreland.
For their assistance in the harvesting of
the crop, her relatives and neighbours
are rewardedwith a few bags of ragi, de-
pending on howmuch she has reaped in
that year. This yearwasnodifferent, and
before the Covid-19 pandemic, Bommi
was waiting for the harvested crop to be
threshed.Unfortunately,thingsdidnotgo
asplannedandtheensuinglockdownand
social distancing meant that she had no
onetohelpherwiththethreshing.Shenot
onlyworriesaboutherself,butalsoabout
allher landlessneighboursandrelatives.
Life as we know it has changed drasti-

cally not just for Bommi but for all of us
aroundtheworld.Global leadersandmil-
lions of citizens are facing the challenge
of a lifetime. The Covid-19 pandemic is
threatening not only healthcare systems,
but also the livelihoods of citizens and

the stability of economies. With talk of
stimulus and financial packages doing
the rounds, this may be the right time to
ask the question, is it sensible to go down
the beaten pathwithout exploring viable
alternatives?
Thecurrenteconomicmodelthriveson

consumptionandtheparadigmofmarkets
reigningsupreme. Thereislittlespacefor
concepts likecommunityyt , equityyt , fairness
and justice. All participants in the econ-
omy operate on the principle of “profit
maximization” and have little time or
patience for exploringoptions ofmaking
it more “compassionate” or “soulful”.
Though there is talk of the triple bottom
line,thereisnotenoughtractiontomakea
significantimpactonthewayinwhichthe
planetandother livingcreatureson itare
addressed.Whatisrequirednowisnotjust
anewnarrativebutanewwayofoperating
itself.Thisneweconomicmodelneeds to
borrowtheDNAofcreatingsurplusvalue
andsharingit,somethingthatBommiand
other indigenous communities like hers
havepracticedforgenerations.

The current crisis has raised several
questions, theanswers towhichcanform
thebasisofthisneweconomicorder.Ques-
tionslike,whatkindofjobsareimportant?
What is the value that several jobs in the
informal economy offered? Does legal
ownershipmeanthat themaximumben-
efit fllf ows only to the owner?Who is to be
considered economically important and
relevant and given appropriate focus?
Does economic growth have to result in
environmentaldegradation?
Wearebeginningtoseeseveralrolesig-

nored earlier, as critical and important to
societyyt now.Thecrisishasalsoshownthat
behaviourchangeispossibleandcollective
actioncanbeachieved.Interconnectedness
isnowmorevisibleandbigbusinesshasbe-
guntotakearelookatthevaluechain. The
crisisandtheresponsehasalsoexposedthe
strengths and limitations of different sec-
tors -–private,public,andtheNGOworld.
It is also forcing us to redefine what con-
stitutes ‘public good’. Wehave learnt that
humanlifeisimportant,butitsimportance
isintricatelyandinseparablylinkedtooth-

er lifeformsinparticularandthelifeof the
planetingeneral.Wordslikeplanet,people,
profitsandpeace(the4Ps)cannolongerbe
fashionstatementsbuthavetobecomean
integralpartofourlivesandlifestyyt les.
Drawing lessons from this, we now

needtofashionaneweconomicnarrative
that needs to shift from mere financial
bottom-line to other issues, like creating
and sharing benefits, stakeholder roles,
sectoral strengths, interconnectedness,
and life’spriorities.Wehavetonowmove
towardsformingdemocraticallyself-man-
aged companies keeping the interests of
all the stakeholders involved. Legal own-
ership, decision-making, remuneration
and profit-sharing has to be made on an
equitable basis, driven by the ‘value’ that
each stakeholder brings and the benefits
thataccruebythisvalue.
Theemergingdisparateexamplesfrom

around the world indicate that ‘for-bene-
fits’ are a rapidly growing class of organi-
sationsthataregivingrisetoanew,fourth
sectoroftheeconomy.Likenon-profitsand
governmentagencies,‘for-benefits’pursue

awide range of social and environmental
objectives as their primary purpose. Like
for-profits, ‘for-benefits’ primarily earn
their revenues by selling a broad range of
productsandservicesthatimprovequalityyt
of lifeforconsumers,createjobs,andcon-
tribute to the economy. The twwt o defining
characteristics that distinguish ‘for-ben-
efits’ from other organisational models
are their primary commitment to social
purpose, together with a predominantly
earned-incomebusinessmodel.
Othercharacteristicsencompassinclu-

sive ownership, stakeholder governance,
faircompensationandreasonablereturns
on their products and services. The ‘for
benefits’ strive to ensure that social and
environmental performance is constant-
ly improved throughout the stakeholder
netwwt ork.Highstandardsoftransparency
ensure that social, environmental and
financial performance and impact are
fully and accurately assessed and report-
ed. Social-purpose assets are preserved
upon dissolution, conversion, or owner-
shiptransfer.FarmerProducerOrganisa-

tions(FPO)inIndiawouldcomeclosestto
qualifyyf as ‘for-benefits’.
Unlike traditional for-profits and

non-profits,whicharelegallydistinctand
recognisedentities, ‘for-benefits’lackfor-
mal recognition and common definition
because the sector has been emerging in
a highly distributed and fragmentedway
all around theworld. Creating andbuild-
ing on this newmodel is not an easy task;
oneneedstocreateanewnarrative,anew
definition, a new language andanewun-
derstanding.Weneedtobuildawareness
ofwhatarethebenefitsandforwhomand
why. We need policies and government
buy-in.We need a toolkit to operational-
ise the benefit economy and institutions
totrainandprovidesupportforthesenew
entities.Agenciestomonitorandevaluate
thebenefitshavetobecreated.Thisisalot
ofhardworkandthisistheopportunetime
tobegin.Thismayallsoundpoliticallyim-
possible, but theCovid crisis is pushing it
tobecomepolitically inevitable.

(Thewriter is the founderofSVYYV Mand
GRAAR AAA M,Mysuru)

‘For-benefitsst ’:Aneweconomiim corderforthepost-Coviiv dera

HowItalycoped,andwiiw ll
keepcoping

AsItaliansmovetowardalessstringentregimentominimizetheirexposuretothe
coronavirus, theycantakka eprideinanunusualcollectiveeffort.
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Residentswith Italian flags in theGarbatelladistrictofRometakepartonApril25,2020 ina ‘LiberationDay’.AFP

Segregatingreligionfromspirit-
ualityyt isacomplextask.Onewho
isspirituallyelevatedanddivinely

enlightened isunquestionablycom-
petent toexpoundonthisrecondite
subject.Whenamanis invadedbythe
brutal forceofsorrowsandsuffer-
ings,herushes toseekshelterunder
theumbrellaofspiritualityyt which
consequentlyactsashisbulwark
andalleviatesagony. It isoneof the
primary functionsofspiritualityyt but if
weattempttosegregatereligionfrom
spiritualityyt ,wewouldbeabletodiscern
thedifference.
Undeniably,whenspiritualityyt is

exploitedby thepeoplewithulterior

motives and is justhigh-
jackedby themtogrind
their ownaxe, It is sorrow-
fully reduced to religion.
Spiritualityyt is free from
perversityyt but anumpteen
numberof charlatans
haveblindfoldedmanya
credulousmindwith their
demagoguery.
Asa craftyyt businessman is familiar

with theways to cajole a customer
tobuyhisproducts, deviouspseudo
saints transact their business inGod
marketbyputtingdifferentdeities
on sale, and India is a country that
proudlyhousesoneof thebiggestGod

markets of theentire
world.
Historybears the

testimony that the
elementof corruption
hadbegun todefile
the faceof spiritualityyt
quite longago. In the
medieval ages, the
catholicpriestswould

sell pardoncertificates as thekeys to
heaven.Thusa sinnerwithaplethora
ofpelf had theprivilege to continue
with the spreeofhis sins and thenbuy
thepardoncertificate ashis validpass-
port to salvation. It is not exclusively
about anyparticular sect.

That legacyof these corruptmeans
and smuttyyt practiceshasbeen fully
carried forward to themodern-day
world.Much toour chagrin, amajorityyt
of cultshavedeformedspiritualityyt
bydragging it down to the level of
hypocritical humbugwith their
explicit affiliationswith thepolitical
circuit.What ails our societyyt at
present is themanner inwhichgullible
masses choose toplay thepuppetpart
in thegameof religionandpolitics.
Therefore, It is awake-upcall for
thoseblind followers to see through
themaliciousdesignandcultivate the
capabilities to separate thegrain from
thechaff.

Spirituut alityyt vsreligiig on
OASIS SHIVSETHI

The ongoing Covid-19
pandemic has laid bare
the deep fault lines in

the Indian healthcare system.
In days to come, it is expected
thattherewillbeaclamourfor
greater surveillance, need for
better tools to target health-
care delivery, and thus, an
increase inuseofhealth infor-
mation data. While data tools
will be essential to plug many
gaps in healthcare, a guarded
watchoverdataprotectionand
privacy isnecessary.
A paper published in the

April issue of Bulletin of the
World Health Organization ti-
tled‘Ethicalchallengesofdigital
health technologies: Aadhaar,
India’ highlights the use of
Aadhaar inhealthprogramsin
Indiawhichhasmetwithsome
successwhilefllf aggingconcerns
ofdatauseandprivacy.
Not just Aadhaar, there are

other digital health technolo-
giesthatareseeingariseinus-
age andwill continue to do so.
Like the example of telemedi-
cine, approved forbyMinistry
of Health and FamilyWelfare
(MoFHW), to facilitate con-
sultancy with doctors during
lockdownperiod, therewill be
several that will demand and
useindividualhealthdata.The
need for stronger laws, its im-
plementation and awareness
aroundit is thusvital.
Aadhaar has been linked

to various health-related
schemes in India. There has
been a growing demand to
link Aadhaar with Health
Management Information
Systems (HMIS) that the Na-
tional Health Mission (NHM)
establishedacross states.This
mergerofdigitalidentification
system with digital health re-
cords is considered to bring
greaterefficiencyinhealthcare
delivery inthecountry.
MaternalandChildTracking

System,whichmaintainsinfor-
mation of pregnant women;
JananiSurakshaYojana,acon-
ditional cash transfer scheme;
RevisedNationalTuberculosis
ControlProgramandNational
AIDSControlProgramarefew
examples of Aadhaar linked
healthcaredelivery.
A weak data protection re-

gime is a massive concern in
useofAadhaarforhealthcare.
This usage has seen many
litigations in the country’s
courts. TheElectronicHealth
RecordStandard,2016,lacked
the tooth of law and leaks of
Aadhaardetailsbothinprivate
aswellasgovernmentwebsites
havebeen reported.However,
thePuttuswamyjudgementby

theSupremeCourttr ,addressing
the question of the validity of
Aadhaar changed as it made
privacya fundamental right.
The Personal Data Protec-

tion Bill tabled in December
2019, which iswith the Parlia-
mentaryStandingCommittee,
focuses on setting up a Data
Protection Authorityyt . Howev-
er,theBillhascomeundercrit-
icismforallowinggovernment
agencies to be exempt from
measures to ensure privacy of
citizens.
In case of Aadhaar linked

to healthcare, the insistence
of health workers to enrol
Aadhaar details to the health
information system is com-
monly heard of. The lack of
awareness of one’s rights, the
prospect of delay or refusal of
benefitsoftencoercepeoplein
subtle ways to part with their
data. The challenge faced by
low andmiddle-income coun-
triesisenforcingtheruleoflaw.
In India, where public

health expenditure is aminis-
cule 1.28%of itsGDP,effective
targeting and monitoring of
welfare programs are essen-
tial components in healthcare
delivery. In that regard, accu-
rate data is of utmost impor-
tance. The linking of Aadhaar
with Health Management
Information System (HMIS)
can provide such data. Be it
Ayushman Bharat or oth-
er state-sponsored health
schemes,Aadhaarhasbecome
a mainstay requirement for
access to these insurance and
benefitprograms.
WhenIndiaispastCovid-19,

greater focusandspendingon
healthcare may be in order
coupled with heightened use
of existing and newer data
structures.Theavailabilityyt ,ac-
curacy,usageandprotectionof
this data shouldbe ensured. It
shouldbeseenthatthealready
existing principal-agent prob-
lem in healthcare should not
getexacerbated.
Ifconcernsofprivacyarenot

addressed it would lead to an
epidemicofanothersort,adata
captureepidemic.Whereindi-
vidualswillbebereftofanypro-
tection of their personal data,
where companies will mine
data forprofit,wherethestate
will havea tool todifferentiate
betwwt een a people. Delivery of
democracy and healthcare
bothwould be affected if Indi-
ansdonotdemandforastrong-
er data protection law and its
implementation.

(Dash teaches biochemistry
in a medical school at MAHE,
Manipal and Ramasamy is a
medicaldoctorworkingatMa-
dras Diabetes Research Foun-
dation)
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